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Exploring the Role of Existing Culture in
Educational Reform: A Case of an Inquiry-
and-Practice-Based Social Science Course

Shihkuan Hsu*

Abstract

Culture in educational settings accumulates through time and affects
teachers and students’ everyday life but is not always noticeable. The
educational reforms in the last decades in Taiwan have aimed to incorporate
Taiwanese subjectivity and globalization but without connecting to the
local culture in educational settings. This paper proposes that despite the
invisibility of culture, it is still possible to investigate it by analyzing
teachers’ responses during curriculum reform, cultural characteristics from
comparative education research, and ethnographic interviews of teachers
and students during an inquiry-and-practice-based social science course
designed for reform implementation. The analysis of teacher and student
pairs reveals that in addition to the adherence to the new curriculum
standards, hidden cultural elements also play an important role in supporting
the implementation of learning and instruction. Cultural elements include
teacher’s hope to build students’ culture identification, assistance to
students’ deep learning, and understanding of and trust in the students. It is
recommended that the exploration of the local teaching culture is important
and should be added to the research and planning of curriculum reform.

Keywords: ethnographic interview, inquiry and practice, educational reform,
traditional culture, qualitative study

DOI : 10.6869/THIJER.202206_39(1).0001

Received: December 1, 2021; Modified: May 9, 2022; Accepted: June 2, 2022

* Shihkuan Hsu, Professor, Center for Teacher Education, National Taiwan University, E-mail:
skhsu@ntu.edu.tw

35



4

S

o

|

g
=

4

i

~

36



