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An Exploration of Chuang Tzu’s Moral
Philosophy As Evinced in
The Autumn Floods Section

Chen Mei Lee

Department of Languages & Literature Education
Abstract

Chuang Tzu’s philosophy attempts to explore the very fundaments of existence.Centered
around the concept of freedom from form and self-imposed restraints,the philosophy seeks
ultimately to achieve personal freedom, as well as an egalitarian view of the universe wherein the
“ten thousand things” are respected equally. It promotes freedom in our thoughts and acts and
the de-emphasis of emotional bonds.

The goals of the philosophical system can appear nearly nihilist, which leads some to see
him as a misanthrope and a hermit. But it must be remembered thatChuang Tzu consistently
maintained the necessity of self-discipline as a prerequisite for the ruling class (cf. Way of
Heaven, All Things Under the Heavens), and often expressed through his writings a deep
sympathy and concern for the socio-political environment of his time. In this exploration of
ChuangTzu’s moral philosophy, with the Autumn Floods section as the main focus, we will find
that his moral system consists of five main points:

1)Humbling oneself

2)Objectiveness and tolerance

3)Self discipline ad the elimination of unnecessary desires

4)Allowing things to follow their natural course

5)The development of reason and flexibility in onc’s views

These points of discussion will serve as cornerstones in the illustration of Chuang Tzu’s
approach to the interaction between oneself and the world, fromwhich we can then further explore
Chuang Tzu’s criticism of the socio-political conventions, criticisms that are based upon his deep
concern and sympathy for the human condition. Through the discussions in the Way of Heaven

section, he attempts to reform the tendency of conventional values towards shallow and
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shortsighted views and practices, a reformation whereby ChuangTzu hopes to raise the level of
tolerance and flexibility in the thinking of the people, replacing what is false and pretentious with
what is true and natural. Thus does Chuang Tzu seek to eliminate the gaps and barriers between
people through the replacement of self-centeredness with tolerance and humbleness, in order to
establish a harmony between members of the society. Through this exploration of Chuang Tzu’s

philosophy, we will prove the positive and constructive nature of Chuang Tzu’s moral philosophy.
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