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[ Colloquium ]

Preschool Teachers under Japanese Colonial
Rule

Yao-Chung Chang*

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to describe the legal positioning
and nurturing process of preschool teachers under Japanese colonial rule as
well as the childcare activities they carried out. In terms of legal positioning,
preschool nannies were equivalent to preschool teachers. During this time,
other nannies were associated with “social undertakings.” Nursery schools,
nurseries, and charity homes were all considered “nursing” positions. In the
development of preschool teacher training, preschool teachers were required
to hold a teacher certificate for elementary education. Because of the large
number of seasonal nursery schools established during the Showa period,
there was a high demand for teachers. Before Japan launched the Pacific War,
early childhood care focused on the development of physical and mental
health and the acquisition of good habits to supplement family education;
during the World War II period, the emphasis was placed on “training” and
“authority,” educating young children to become “imperial citizens.” Before
the war, educational activities were roughly divided into five categories:
observation, conversation, singing, games, and hand skills. The war period
emphasized the cultivation of imperial young citizens and the physical health
of young children.
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