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The Research on the Transformation of Textbooks of Social
Studies Teachers

Yun-Long Yang~ Ching-Hung Hsu™

Abstract
The National Curriculum Standard has been displaced by the Grade 1-9 Curriculum

Guidelines since the Grade 1-9 Curriculum was implemented in 2001. Although the Guidelines are
more flexible for schools and teachers, the textbook-centered phenomenon is still widespread, and
many teachers consider the textbooks as curriculum. To inquiry the construction of social studies
textbooks for teachers, the dilemma of textbook transformation, the gap produced from textbook
transformation, and the factors which affect the curriculum implementation are the interests of the
research. The researchers analyzed the content of social studies textbook by using content analysis
method, and interviewed with three social studies teachers of elementary school. The results of
study include:
1.The textbooks are the inner tools of teachers’ practice in curriculum.
2.The teachers are confronted with the dilemmas of ability and pressure in the process of textbook

transformation.
3.There are gaps between teachers’ perception about curriculum and textbooks, and between

teachers’ operation of curriculum and textbooks.
4.The educational circumstance, the characteristics of pupils and teachers, and curriculum

materials are factors that affected the transformation of textbooks.
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