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A Trend on Twenty-First Century Philosophy of
Education-Thoughts on Eco-Conservatism

Shih-Yu Kuo

ABSTRACT

In the beginning of twenty-first century, optimistic views for the future filled in academic
world. However, when we reflect educational practice, there is tendency to firmly establish
educational meaning, purposes and aims. This tendency shows conservative point of view. In this
paper, I will argue that this tendency is helpful for advocating sustainable ecological culture in
environmental education. Maclntyre reconceptionizes education based on his three concepts on
virtue that were maintained in his book-After Virtue. The purpose of education is self-development
by keeping our past history and tradition. With our education, we develop our personal identity and
establish our code of ethics in this world. He also stresses a liberal curriculum. It is obvious that this
conception of education is conservative. C. A. Bowers and D. Orr both hold conservative
viewpoints in developing their environmental educational concepts. They also use E. Burke’s
conservative insight as their forerunner of conservative views that includes our historical
responsibility and interconnection among every members of a community. These will provide some

meaning for our ecological sustainability.

Keywords: conservatism; ecological cultural education; A. MacIntyre; E. Burke; C. A. Bowers; D.

Orr.
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